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2 Cokin r E. J. 12. 


For our rejoycing in this, The teſtimony of 
our Conſcience, that in ſemplicity and 
godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſ- 
dom, but by the Grace of God, we bave 
bad our converſation in the world, 


EE Bleſſed Apoſtle, in the beginning of this 
Second Epiſtle to the Corinthians, acquaints 
them with the Trials he (till went through in 

the courſe of his Miniſtry ; that much Trou- 

ble came upon him in Aa; that he was preſſed there 
out of meaſure, above ſtrength, infomuch that he deſpaired 
even of life, and had the ſentence of death in himſelf : 

But yet that he found great Satisfaction and Conſolati- 

on amidſt all his Afflictions, cheerfully truſting in God 


for deliverance ; and not doubting the benefit of their 


Prayers for him, fo long as he could fay thus much of 
himſelf with Truth, Oar rejoxcing is this, the teſtimony- 


ef our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly fincerity, not 
with fleſbly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we have had 


eur converſation in the world. 


Two Things are to be Diſcourſed on from this. 


Text. 


1 
A 3 I. 4 N. 


Chriſtian Simplicity. 


I. The Nature of Chriſtian Simplicity, and of fleſhly 
Wiſdom. | 

II. The Comfort and Happineſs that reſults from the 
former in good Men, whoſe Conſciences do bear 
them witneſs of it. Our rejeycing, faith the Apo- 

4+ F Me, 1 thi. 1 e F 


1. Then, I ſhall treat of the Simplicity of a Chriſtian, 
and of the Wiſdom of this World, which here ſtand 


oppoſed to one another. And r 
- Firſt, Of chriſtian Simplicity, ſnewing what that is: 
The word ana, fimplicity here, is explained by its be- 
ing joined with «Ange, fincerity: By fimplicity ſome- 
times is meant an lmperfection of the Underſtand- 
ing, ſometimes a Perfection of the Will: We find it 
in the former ſenſe, Prov. 1. 22. where Wiſdom: ex- _ 
poſtulates with the Unwiſe in this manner, How lung e 
ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity, and fools hate 1 a 
For there fimplicity is oppoſed to knowledge. And by 
the imple, in the more common acceptation of the 
Word, we mean the unwary, ſhort-ſighted, and fooliſh ; 
but elſewhere by Simplicity is meant, not want of Un- 
derſtanding or Wit, but Moral Virtue and a Rectitude 
of the Will and AﬀeQions ; as in the Text, where 
it is the ſame with godly fincerity , and is oppoſed, 
not to true Wiſdom, but to the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, 
and of the World. It is the Virtue of Singleneſs, the 
fingle eye our Saviour ſpeaks of, Marth. 6. 22. which 
makes the whole body full of light, that is, Purity of In- 
tention guiding us, which graces all our good Actions 
in the ſight of God, and gives them their true worth 
and Value, and the fing/e heart, which is required in 
5 ; Ser- 
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CE ian Simplicity. Oo 
Servants,and was commended in the firſt Chriſtians: And Col. 322. 
fo Chriſtian Sincerity is called here ſimplicity, in oppoſi- , _ # 
tion to that duplicity of Mind, and Heart, and Tongue, i 
which the Scripture ſo much condemns. If a Man be 
Ae M, double-minded, without any fixed Principles and 
Rules, and fo is unſtable in all his ways, that we know James 1.8. 
not Where to have him; If he hath a gdoxble-beart, 8 

x Chron. 1 2. 33. an heart and an heart, as in the Hebrew * 2 
there, one in Shew and Pretence, the other in Reality; 

If he ſpeaks with a double-heart, wirh dark Expreſſions, Pal. 12.3. 
_ crafty Ambiguities, Equivocations, and mental Reſer- 

vations, or with Words of Diſſimulation and Flattery ; 

If he be able - tongued, ſays and unſays, plays faſt and 1 Tim. 3. 
looſe, ſpeaking one thing to a Man's Face, another be- 

hind his back, one thing in this Company, the contra- 
ry in that, as he can beſt pleaſe the different Humouts 
of them he happens amongſt; and if he be double in 
his Dealings, without openneſs and plainneſs, he is a 
Stranger to the Simplicity in the Text © 
But to be more particular and full in the Explication 
of this Virtue; there are Five Things which we are to 
take for certain Marks and Rules of it; viz. Veracity 
in our Speech. Zoneſty in our actions. Purity in our In- 
tentions. Uniformity of Righteouſneſs in our whole Cou- 
verſation. And Conſtancy in that way of Univerſal Righ- 
teouſneſs to the end. "Pp | 

1. Peracity in Speech and Communication. A Man of 
true Simplicity abhors Lying and Falſhood ; nor can he 
bear the Conſcience of ſuch Guilt in himſelf All bis 
Teſtimonies of Perſons, and Accounts of Things, may 
be ſafely relyed on. His Heart and his Tongue go to-- 
gether, and the latter is the true Expreſſion of the for- 


- 
* 


mer; and the ſtrict Truth he ſpeaks, anfwers the 1 2 | 


_% 


Diſeourſe and Converſation, which is to know the real 
3 Truth of one another; and he never deceives the hearts 
of the fimple by. gond:words and fair ſpeeches. For he doth 
not only ayoid and abominate an abſolute Lye, but 
carefully declines other Arts of deceiving in Talk; he 
doth not intermix with Truth, or add to it more than he 
Enous to be true: He hates to miſſead a Man into wrong 
apprehenſions of Things by fallacious Repreſentations, 
as by diſguiſing what ſhould be clearly diſcoyered and 
i . . 4 known, or palliating what he ought to expoſe and cen» 
ſure, or aggravating any matter beyond the reality of 
the caſe; neither doth he make uſe. of Expreſſions of 
double and doubtful Meaning, to beguile and delude his 
L | ' Neighbour , nor ſooth and diſſemble ro impoſe upon 
| him, but truly and plainly delivers his Mind withour 
| | any. guile, according to the Pſalmiſt's Character of an 
Plaim. 15. Upright Man; That he /peaketh the truth in, or from bis 
53 heart. One main branch of Chriſtian Simplicity, is the 
Integrity of the Tongue. : 

2. Another:is, Honeſty in our Actions. He that is en- 
dued with the Virtue in the Text, is fo far from cheatin 
and over- reaching his Neighbour,thac he hates all Trick | 
and Knavery with his Soul; he walleth not in the counſel © © 
of the ungodly, but deteſts Couzenage and Fraud, and © 
all the ways of Unrighteoufneſs ;. nay, one great part 
of his Chriſtian Care, is, That he: be Innocent and 
Harmleſs in what he does, and wrong no Man, whate- 
ver may be gotten by Diſhoneſty: And if by any thing 
he has done, Harm happens to another beyond what he 
meant, he is not backward to make good the Damage; 
he is certainly not worſe than he is taken to be, and 
proves er to all Men ſuch a one, as in teaſon they may 
expect to ſind him. In a word, „ Ju- 
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. the Apoſtle, He that giveth, let him do it with fimplicity; —_ 1 


Glory, and for the ſake of doing Good, ſo much as for 
the * of Applauſe, and to have glory of men; If 
he be an Hypocrite, Religious in appearance, for baſe 
ends, and mates long prayers to devour widows houſes ; in 
theſe .Caſes his Intention is deprayed, or at leaſt adul- 
terated and polluted with Mixture, and there is no ſim- 


. 


plicity in ſuch a Man. | 

4. Uniformityof Life and Practice is Eſſential to true 
Chriſtian Simplicity. The Apoſtle in the Text doth nor 
ſay , his Conſcience teſtified of him, That 7» fimplici- 
ty and godly fincerity he had ſpoken and done ſome things 
well, and diſcharged ſome parts of his Duty, and was 
Pious and Righteous now and then; but that herein he 
had his converſation in the world ; that is, That this was 
a Virtue which governed him throughout, regulating 
all his Thoughts, Words, and Actions, and Atfections, 
alike. at all times, and influencing his whole Converſa- 
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Chriſtian Simplicity. | 
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Ecclus. 2. 
12. 


tion. In his Exhortation to Servanta, Colo, 3-22. he 


would have them obey their maſters according to the fleſh, 


not with exe-ſervice, as men · pleaſer s, but in fmgleneſs of 


heart, fearing God ; for then doubtleſs. they. would do 
juſtas good Service when their Maſter's Eye was off 
them, as when it was over them; otherwiſe not: For as 
St. James lays , A double-minded mau is unſt able in all his 
ways. A Man of Simplicity is not fo; he is not one 
thing to a Friend, by whom he hath a Turn to ſerve, and 
another thing when it is ſerved ; he is not ono thing 
at Church, another thing out of it; one thing in the 
eye of the World, another thing before God, when the 
World ſees him not; he is not Godly in open prerence 
and profeſſion with the Godly, and a Secret Villain; 
nor is he a Saint in appearance at one time, and a De- 
vil at another; but his Life and Converſation is all of a 
piece, and the parts of it exactly agree together; and 
ſo to him belongs not the Wo denounced by the Son of 
Naa againſt he ſenner that goet h to mays. And there- 
5. The Simplicity of a Chriſtian implies Conftancy 
and Perſeverance in ſuch an uniform Life, and in the way 
of all Virtue to the end: He doth nor profeſs rhe Truth, 
and adhere to her while ſhe makes for his Temporal In- 
tereſt, and then forſake her, when againſt it; he is Im- 
partial in the love of Truth and his Duty, and ſticks 
firmly to both with equal Stedfaſtneſs, whether they 
have the Fayour and Countenance, or the Oppoſition of 
the World: Thus the Apoſtle's comfortable Teſtimony 
of himſelf, which we have in the Text, he gave at a 
time when he was under great Perils and Troubles for 
the Goſpel ; which .plainiy ſhewed, that yet he fainted 
not, Was not diſcouraged or ſhaken at all, but was the 
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Chriſtian Simplicity. 
ame Man ill, and went an undauntedly in the work of 
the -Miniſley ;; ſos he, our Canfoience witneſſeth, 
That i» fimplicity and godly fincerity we have had our con- 


that ſo he ſhould have it to the end, and that nothing 

could feparate him from the love of Chriſt. Rom. 8. 
It may be added, That an impartval. regard to Truth 

and Right in Cauſes depending beiween Men and Men, be- 

langs aifo to the Nature of Simplicity; for that Vir- 

tue admits of no Mixture of by. roſpects and ends to in- 


fluence in ſuch Proceedings, and to obſtrudꝭ Juſtice in 


irs courſe: It hath no reſpect of Perſons in judgment, and 


allows of no Party- Cauſes, as we call em, in which, 


whatever is pretended, Fairneſs and Equity is not 
minded, but the Serviee of a Party. If therefore in Ju- 


dicial Debates a Man would rake on the right. ſide, 


here, if he be Upright, his i#tegrity will guide him, as Prov. 11. 
the Wiſe Man ſpeaks ; whereas Partiality ſets a Man's 
Cauſcin a falſe Light, and if the fngle-eye be wanting, 
no wonder if Prejudice and Corruption blind the inſin- 
cere, that they ſee not as they orght ; ſo that even in 
that Senſe, what Daniel ſays is true, None of the wicked Dan." 12. 
ſhall underſtand, but the wiſe ; that is, the Good and Ho- 10. 
neſt, as oppoſed to the Wicked, ball under/tand. 
This is Chriſtian Simplicity at large, which to denote: 


the excellency of it, is here called #2aw2/ue Oe, the 


Sincerity of God, a Being of the moſt Perfect Simplicity, 
and therefore it is an Image and Reſemblance of the Ab- 
ſolute Truth and Purity of God, who is yoid of all De- 

ceit and Falſhood. 8 | | 
And becauſe this is a great and moſt Divine Attainment, 
it is not mentioned in the Text without the ſpecial Di- 
vine Operation, to which it is Attributed : In fimplici- 
B 2 ry 


Cbriſtian Simplicity. 


* Kt * 


aud godly fincerity, by the Grace of God, we have had. =" 


converſation in the world. For the Divine Spirit dwells 
in upright and. honeſt Minds; as on the other hand, 
Fraud, and Craft, and Villany, arc owing in a great mea- 
ſure to the Motion and Inſtigation of the old accurſed 


Deceiver, the father of lies, that wicked Spirit which 


at all, but only Fleſhly and Worldly Ends. There is 


worketh in the children of diſobedience. 

There is indeed anotner Notion of Chriſtian Simpli- 
city, we find in the Eleyenth Chapter cf this Epiſtle, 
and at the Third Verſe, where the Apoſtle means by it 
the unmixedneſs of Goſpel Doctrine and Worſhip with 
any falſe Doctrine or Worſhip whatſoever ; for the Puri- 
ty of the Goſpel in both theſe Reſpects is called in that 


place, the fimplicity that is in Chriſt, from which he fea- 
red leaſt the Conrinthians ſhould be corrupted. But be- 


cauſe this doth not fo cloſely. belong to the Subject I 
am upon, I ſhall ſay the leſs of it: And. 5 

2. Shall proceed to diſcourſe of the Fleſbly Wiſdom to 
which Simplicity is here oppoſed, which therefore muſt: 
be the Wiſdom that regards not Honeſty and Sincerity-: 


an allowable Wiſdom for the World, which is not pro- 


Mat. Io. 
16. 


perly the Wiſdom of it; and there is a Prudence and Po- 


licy in things appertaining to this Life, and in the Con- 

ceerns of our Pilgrimage here, which is not excluded by 
Chriſtian Simplicity, but is very well conſiſtent with it: 
This Wiſdom our Saviour approved and recommended 


to his Diſciples, when he bad them, Be wiſe as Serpents 


and harmleſs as Doves. If we ſeek firſt the kingdom of 
God and his righteouſneſs, and take care to ſecure the 
main Chance, the one thing needful , we may be as wiſe 
as we pleaſe for the addition of other things to us. And 
0 Hy of 
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of this Wiſdom within the bounds of our Duty, the Apo- 
ſtle himſelf was an Example in his practice, who pro- 
feſſed the ſtricteſt Simplicity; for when he was ſet before 
a Council of the Fews-as a Priſoner, and perceived that 
the one part were Sadducees, and the other Phariſees, to di- 
vert them from their purpoſe. againſt! him, he took ad- 
vantage of the Court's conſiſting of two ſuch differing 
Parties ; and that the Phariſees might' favour him, he 
cryed out in the Council, Men and brethren, Iam a Phariſee,' 
the ſen of a Phariſee.; of the hope and reſurrection of the 
dead I am called in queſtion ; believing that from ſuch a 
Profeſlion of himſelf, a Diſſention would ariſe in the 
Council, and they would take occaſion to ſpend the 
time in Diſputes among themſelves, and let him alone 
at that meeting ; and ſo it proved: which was an Act Acts 23. 
of honeſt Policy, not of the carnal Wiſdom in the Text. 

Zo again, though his /peech and preaching was not with 

\ enticing words of man's wiſdom, hut in demonſtration of the 
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ſpirit and of power, that the Faith of his Converts ſhould', Cor 
mot ſtand in the wiſdom of men, but in the power of God; . 
yet when Eloquence and Ornament of Speech was pro- | 
per and requiſite to vindicate himſelf, and to clear and 
illuſtrate his own Innocence, then he made uſe of that | 
Wiſdom ; for when he was brought before Felix the | 


Governor, and Accuſed, in his Defence he equall'd, if 
not out- did Tertullus the Orator, who pleaded againſt Ads 24. 
him. Neither could the Apoſtle be ſuppoled to rejoyce, 
that he had not hi converſation-in the world with human 
Prudence, or that he had failed of that Diſcretion, ' 
which in the courſe of his Life might have ſaved him 
from divers Inconveniences and Evils; becauſe the 
ſenſe and remembrance of having miſcarried in our Af- - 


fairs at any time through Over-ſight and Imprudence, is- 
f | NO: 


Chriſbian Simplicity. 


ne Fqpatter of Joy, but of Regret and Trouble rather; 
though indeed nothing of that Nature ought to trouble 


a Man a quarter ſo much, as the Conſcience of Sin: 


Wherefore it is clear, that by the flethly and worldly 
Wiſdom, which the Apeſtie here oppoles to Simplicity, is 
to be underſtood, their Wiſdom for their end, who mind 
earthly things, and ſerve the Fleſh and their Intereſts in 
this World, not regarding Conſcience and the Faith of 
another World. Z ers 
And of theſe Wiſe of this World there are three ſeve- 
ral ſorts: Some of them will be under the reſtraints of 
Religion ſo far as they think is in any reſpect requiſite 
for their Worldly Welfare : Others will take more Li- 


* 


berty in ſerving their Worldly Deſigns, only ſtill with a 


care to be ſafe from the Laws of Men, and the Puniſh- 
ments they Inflict: Others have their full ſwing, and 
allow themſel ves the utmoſt latitude of Expedients for 


their Ends, withour any check from Human Laws at 


all. The : | 
Firſt ſort are careful to 


Religion in the ſight of Men, which any way conduces 
to a ſecular Happineſs, but go no farther ; and ſo all 
the good that appears in them is to be refolved at laſt 


no otherwiſe than into Worldly Policy. For there is 


Virtue Philoſophirul, and Virtue Political. The former 
is the Virtue of a Man, who Meaſures Good and Evil, 
not by the convenience of Senſe and this preſent Life, 


byt by the Eternal Rules of Reaſon, by what is Moral 


or Immoral, Right or Wrong, Juſt or Unjuſt, in ins own 
Nature. The latter, Political Virtue, is ſo much as is 
requiſite for the acquiring and ſecuring the Goods of 


Fort une, and for a peaceable, and reputable, and ſociable 


Liſe between Man and Man: For Rules and Bounds are 
| 85 Pre- 


practice all that Virtue and 
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preſcribed by the Wiſdom of this World, as well as by 

eligion and Conſcience. As for that Man that lays 
the Rein upon the-neck of his Luſts and Paſſions, and 
ſuffers himſelf to be carried to any kind of Extravagan- 
cy by them, he pulls Miſery upon himſelf, and ſhortens 
his Days, and is all the while Ridiculous, and reproach- 
ed for a Fool. And therefore there is leſs need of ur- 
ging Men with Reaſons drawn from Religion to abſtain 
pom the worſt Things, to forbear the lewdeft Debau- 
cherics, the moſt manifeſt Injuſtice, and open Violence. 
There is. then ſuch Virtue as ſeems enough to ſecure 
Men a quiet and proſperous Life in the World, to ren- 
der them grateful to their Friends and Acquaintance, 


and to give them a fair Reputation; notwichſtanding 


which, they may labour under foul Defects and Impuri- 
ties, and be guilty of divers Sins, which render them 


Evil in che Sight of God. For fleſhly Wiſdom will carry 


Men no farther than the ſervice of its own end: As 


for inſtance, it will not oblige them to Devout and Ear- 


neſt Prayer in the Cloſet, as well as bring them to 
Church; nor diſpoſe them to give ſecretly and freely to 
the Poor, from whom no Reward can be expected in this 
Life; nor ſecute them from Uncleanneſs and Debauche- 
ry, when they are encouraged to it by Safety and Se- 
creſy ; nor to be fure will it enable them to take up the 
Croſs of Chriſt, and to undergo Perſecution, and to- 
leave all their worldly Intereſt, when their Duty to God, 
and the Care of their Souls make it needful. But thus 
far it will go with ſome Men, it will teach them to avoid 
Scandalous Vice, and to be Civilly Virtuous: If they 


make no Conſcience of Falſhood and Fraud, but will 
: Lye and Cheat for their Worldly Advantage, it will 
make them careful not to tell a Lye, when there is 


dan- 
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12 Cbriſtian Simplicity. 
. danger of being trapp'd, and not to Cozen when 
the Knavery is like to be diſcovered. Though they 
be bad in themſelves, they are not willing to appear 
to others what they are, but would paſs for Juſt 
Men, having their whole Converſation only from this 
Principle. R | | 5 + 
Second ſort of the Men of this World, whoſe Con- 
verſation and Dealings are according to feſhly Wiſdom, 
are leſs nice in their Methods for their ends, leaving 
themſclyes more at Liberty in the Proſecution of them; 
.whoſe great Rule it is in their way of Craft and Iniqui- 
ty, to keep out of the reach of the Law, and in com- 
pariſon they matter little other Inconveniences of Vice. 
I ſhall inſtance particularly in the Shame that belongs 
to it, which ſome bad Men can diſpenſe with, in an 
Evil way: Of this kind is the Occaſional Communicant, 
who repairs to the Sacred Table when an Office re- 
quires him to be there, and never elſe ; for moſt plain 
it is, that what he dreads, is the penalty of Neglect to 
be qualified, not the Scandal of . communicating only 
vpon ſuch Occaſion. And ſo there are ill Men, who _ 
while they take heed not to be Obnoxious ro Human 
Juſtice, and to be Expoſed and Chaſtiſed in Courts for 
Diſhoneſty, will be content to beat ſome of the Diſgrace 
of it for the ſake of the Unrighteous Profit it brings 
them. It is true, the Men of this fort generally would * 
ſeem Honeſt in their ways as well as the other; but 
when theſe meet with a great Temptation to Injuſtice, _ 
they cloſe with it, whoever may chance to ſec into the 
Chear, in caſe there be no danger of a Legal Diſcove- 
ry; they arc reſolved to live by their Wits, though they 
know their Tricking cannot always eſcape Obſervation 
and Cenſure. Money and Gain is more to them than 
Eſteem, 
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Chriſtian Simplicity. 3 
Eſteem; and they prefer the Profits of Deceit without 
the good Opinion of their Neighbours, before a good 
Name with an empty Purſe. And when ſome of them 
have raiſed themſelves conſiderably in the World; and 
adyanced their Fortunes by a known Succeſs in Fraud, 
it ſhall ſeldom trouble them much to think that few will 
truſt them, or ſpeak well of them: Thoſe Cheats, for 
inſtance, that get Wealth by pretending Poverty, I 
mean, who draw their Creditors into Compoſitions , 
while they are well able to pay all, and put them by the 
means paſt recovering their full dues, are little concern- 
ed at the ſhameful diſcoveries of their Sufficiency af- 
rerwards, when the Villany comes out. Here's then 
the difference between ſuch Wiſe of the World, and thoſe 
of the Firſt fort: They in their ſecular Life have the 
- advantage of this Wiſdom, that they carefully practiſe 
ſo much of Religion, as is neceſſary to ſave them from 
y the temporal Miſchiefs of an Irreligious Courſe, from 
Reproach in particular; and therefore will put on an ap- 
pearance of Righteouſneſs : But then theſe latter may 
a count themſel ves Wiſer than the former in this reſpect; 
that ſtanding leſs upon Credit and a clear Reputation, 
which are not always neceſſary for the Gains of this 
World, they are leſs limited and reſtrained within Rules 
in their Meaſures for the World, have a larger ſcope for 
Action, and can lay hold of more Opportunities of Pro- 
fit, as they offer themſelves; upon which account they 
ſeem to be in a better way for the gaining their Ends 
than the other; provided always that in all their Sub- 
tleties and deceitful Methods of Evil Report, due care 
be taken about this one thing, Not to come within dan- 
ger of the Law. There are a | 

Third ſort, who have the utmoſt Latitude in this _ 
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of fleſbly Wiſdom, without check or controul, and are 
barr d from no Expedients for their purpoſe, even by 
any ſecular Law: And by ſuch I can mean only thoſe 
Lords of this World, Abſolute in Power, and Arbitrary 
in their Government where they Rule, that have their 
Converſation with this Wiſdom. For to ſee how much 
ro blame ſome of that Rank are apt to be in this par- 
ticular, might make an Obſerver too ready*ro think, 
that Simplicity was not Calculatcd for Sovereignty, or 
intended to be a Throne- Virtue ; that the great Aﬀairs 
of Worldly State are in no wiſe to be managed within 
_ Chriſtian Rules; and that the Kingdoms of the Mighty 
here are to be eſtabliſhed, and their Dominjons to be 
enlarged, not in Righteouſneſs, but by Diſſimulation, Per- 
fidiouſneſs., Treary-Breaking , and ſuch ill Arts of 
Falſhood and Deceit, as would be foul Blemiſhes and 
Scandals im inferior private Perſons. - _ Wu: 
Now in oppoſition to all this worldly Craft, whe- 
ther of cloſe Hypocrily , or more. bare-faced Diſho- 
neſty, or tyrannical Ambition, the Apoſtle would have 
us of the contrary: Chriſtian Spirit; viz. That where- 'Y 
Jer 4. 28. as the Prophet Jer emiah ip eaks of ſome that Were wiſe | 3 
to do evil, but to» da good had no knowledge ; We on the 1 
Rom. 16. Contrary Would be miſe unto that which is good, and fim- 
EM ple concerning evil. A Precept ſomething of the ſame 3 
nature with that he gave to the Corintbians in his for- 
mer Epiſtle ; malice be:ye children, in underſtanding be E 
men. Our Saviour exhorts his Diſciples to be as barm- 
leſs as deves, that is, like to them, that have neither 
Power nor Diſpoſitian to do hurt. And it is the Apo- 
ſtle's Precept, that we ſhould: be; fanple concerning evil; 
that is, be as thoſe who want Wit to do it: Not that 


thoſe who are Wiſe for God's Glory, and in the promo- 
| tion 
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doing Evil than others are, could they alle themſelves 
to do it: Nay, be that is Wife within the limits of 
Innocence and Integrity, being confined to few Expedi- 


ents, ſhews a great deal more Wit and Skill chan a Man 


of Latitude, that acts in à very large Sphereg and hardly 
ſticks at any thing in the purſuit of his Ead. In the 


Precept to be fimple concerning evil, where by the word 
AKE is to be underſtood, not ſingle but umstilful; 


the Apoſtle's meaning is, That we ought to be ſo 
harmleſs in our Behaviour to all Men, ſo void of all 


' Trick, and Cozeuage, as if we knew no more how to 
contrive any Harm or do Miſchief, than Fools or Chil- 


n Di ieee 
But alas! How little of the Simplicity in the Text is 


to be found amongſt Men 2 To have one's Converſution 
in the World, without the carnal and corrupt Policies of 
it, is a more rare and ſingular Excellence: But yet I 
mult ſay withal, that there are thoſe who are true Chri- 


ſtians in Simpliciry, according to the Apoſtle's Cha- 


racter of himſelf; which I cannot forbear noting, be- 
cauſe of one unreaſonableand unjuſtPretenee that is ſome- 


times made uſe of by the Libertines of the World, to 


juſtify, or at leaſt to excuſe their on Licentiouſneſs; 


and that is, That whatever they pretend, who Jeb 
the Duties of Religion in the utmoſt extent, and thoſe 


that ſeem to hearken to them, and to practice according- 


ly, in Truth they are no better than Hypoerites, and 


a cunning ſort of People that make a Trade of ſeeming 


better than other Men: They are for ends of their 
own, it is ſaid, in their open Converſation; and there they 


appear more Modeſt and Refined, but in their Hearts 
and Retirements, and at convenient times and places, 


C2 | they. 
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they are indeed as bad as other folks, and live by the ſame 
Principles more cloſely and politickly. Now they that 
talk at this rate, are ſuch who would have all men 
thought to be as bad as themſelves: But why ſhould 
any in this manner reproach the Elect of God, and ac- 
cuſe their good Converſation in Chriſt 2 Why ſhould it be 
thought ſtrange, that amongſt thoſe who believe the 
Doctrines of--Qhriſtianity, ſome thould be found that 

live according to their Belief, and are at leaſt as good as 

they ſeem to be? The Apoſtle was conſcious of his own 
Integrity, as in the Text; nay, ſays he, we have re- 
wounced the hidden things of diſhoneſly , not walking in 
 craftineſs,; though nevertheleſs the Corinthians might be 
ready to ſuſpe Craft and Guile in him without cauſe : 

. Chap. 12. v. 16. And he thus exhorts the Philippians, 

Ch. 3.v. - Brethren, be ye followers together of me, and mark them 
17,20 which wall ſo as ye have us for an example; for our Conver- 
| ſation is in heaven: So that others had their Convetſati- 
on without fleſhly Wiſdom, as well as he. And, God be 
thanked, there are in a looſe Age Examples of Pious 
Perſons, who may convince all indifferent Obſeryers, 
as much as-a thing of this Nature can be done, that 
they eſchew evil and do good, out of Conſcience, and a 
. Senſe of their Duty, and the hope of Eternal Life. 
One might rather juſtly marvel, that there is no more ; 
Chriſtian Simplicity and Sincerity in the World, conſi- 
dering that mighty Reaſon-for it which is intimated in 
the Text, and elſewhere expreſly mentioned by the 
Apoſtle ; viz. That we are all continually, in God's A 
Sight, to whoſe Eyes all Things are naked and open, 4 
and who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. The : 
fincerity of God, as it is a likeneſs to God, approved by I 
him, ſo it is wrought in us by a due Senſe of him. For | 
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when the Apoſtle recommended himſelf as an Example 


of Sincerity, we find he took notice of the Preſence and 
All-ſeeing Eye of God, as the great Motive to this Vir- 


tue. It was his way to ſet the Lord always before him, 


and then he walked before God with a Perfect Heart; 
Says he, in the 17h Verſe of the next Chapter, As of 
Sincerity, as of God, in the fight of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt : 
And again, By manifeſtation of the truth we commend our 


ſelues to every man's conſcience in the fight of God. And Ch. , >, 


they were terrible Words of St. Peter to Simon the Sor- 


cerer, who thought to have bought with Money the 


Power of Conferring the Holy Ghoſt ; 7by heart is not Acts 8 a1. 


right in the ſigbt of God. I ſay, it is a powerful Argument 
ro perſuade us to be Chriſtians in Simplicity, that we 
are always under the Eye, and lie open to the View of 
the Omniſcient Searcher of Hearts, who abhors the de- 
ceitful man. And what if we could be ſometimes out of 
his Sight? ſuppoſe we might hide as much from him, as 


we may and often. do from the World? in that caſe it 


would ſtand us in hand vaſtly more to take care that 
we keep our Inſincerities from God's Obſerya- 


tion and Knowledge, than to hide them from Men; 
| becauſe this World, in Compariſon , is work 
to us, who in a ſhort time muſt leave it, an 


have no more to do with it: Whereas with God we 
have an everlaſting Concern; He is to make us hap- 
py or miſerable for ever. For a Man then to be eaſy 


ſo long as the World ſees not his Naughtineſs, while 


God ſees all, and nothing can be hid from him whoſe 


Cenſure he ſhould dread moſt of all; this looks, in 


truth, as if he had no Belief of a God ar all, and there 
was little difference between a Knave and an Atheiſt: 


And, therefore, no wonder that theſe kind of Exhor- 


tations 
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tations and Inſtructions are given in Scripture to Pro- 
feſſors of Religion; Servants obey your Maſters according 
to the fleſh ; wot with eye-ſervice, as 'men-pleaſers, but in 
fingleneſs of heart, fearing God. Lay afide all guile aud 
hypocrifies ; purifie your hearts ye deuble:minded. The 
wiſdem that is from above, 75 vit hoat partiality * and wit h- 


out hypocrifie- | e 

I am vety {ſenſible that it is no eaſy matter to per- 
ſuade ſome Men to the Virtue in the Text, which is 
the Subject of this Diſcourſe; that is, to downright 


Honeſty : It muſt cramp em not a little, as they Will 


think, in their Worldly Projects and Meaſures, and 
muſt make a very great Change in their Methods of 
Buſineſs, tie them up to ſtrict Rules, allow them but 


ſcanty Expedients, ſpoil ſome of their Deſigns, and 


ſometimes. cauſe them to refuſe Offers of Advantage; 
and therefore, if Simplicity and godly. Sincerity be re- 
quired by Religion, they ſay unto God, with the wick 


ed in Job, Depart from us, for we defire not the know- 


ledge of thy ways. When God Almighty charg'd Ba- 
laam by no means to curſe the Children of Hſrael at 
Balak's importunity, truly he did not curſe: them, be- 


cauſe he dared not do that, 4 yet he was a Wretch ; 


his heart was not with God, but went after his Co- 
vetouſneſs, and the Mages of Unrighteouſneſs, as ap- 


peared afterwards by his wicked Counſel ro Balak, how 


to get advantage againſt the raclites, to oblige him 


that way: So that we ſee immediate Revelation, and 


the being a Prophet, did not make that Man honeſt. 


Likewiſe, when the Covetous Phariſees perceived that 


our Saviour's Doctrine went croſs to their worldly 
Minds and Ends, though it was Doctrine authorized 


and confirmed by Miracles, yet they were ſo far from 
Es - | | : being. 
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being perſuaded, that they derided the Divine T bank, 1 pg 16. 


er, becauſe they. were covetous : So I may well expect, 
that with the worldly Wiſe, and the Scornful Sons of 
Craft and Deceit, a Diſcourſe of this kind will be recei- 
ved no better; and that the Argument of it will be 
turned by them into Matter for Jeſt; as if either there 
was no ſuch thing as Real Sim lieity , Or it were to 
be attributed, where it is, to a Natural Defe& that de- 
ſerves Contempt, and were the Complexion only of 
flow and heavy Minds, 

However, I ſhall not be mega! from trying what 
may be done, by enforcing that hon Motive to 
Chriſtian Simplicity, from the Apoſtle's Example, and 
Experience of the Virtue ; Which is the — Thing 
| remaining to be handled from the Words, to wit, 


II. The great Se and Joy it affords = good 
Men, whoſe C Conſciences do witneſs it of them. And 
truly, all the Advantages that can be made in this 
World by fleſhly Wiſdom, are nothing comparable to 
the Pleaſure of Simplicity and Honeſty, and to the Joy 
that ariſeth. from the Conſcience. of ſuch Virtue: The 
folly of fools is deceit, ſays the Wiſe Man; where, by s. 
fools, he muſt mean the wiſe according to the Wiſdom 
of the Fleſh ; becauſe there is need of Art and Cun- 


Prov. 14. 


ning to manage Deceit ; and ſuch wiſe he might well 


call fools, and their Deceit folly, inaſmuch as by the 


Courſe they take, they quit the proper Pleaſure that 
belongs to Reaſonable Natures. Let then the Men of 
Depth and Cunning, that are ſharp and ſhrewd in all 
the Points of fleſhly Wiſdom, glory in themſelves ; let 
them be admired and celebrated by others, and 'paſs 


for the notable People of their time; Give me the 


good 
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Jod and honeſt heart our Saviour commended, the con 
ſcience void of offence towards God, and towards man, 
7 24. Which our Apoſtle exerciſed himſelf to have always; and 
_ the plain Man's Simplicity, before all ſuch Wiſdom ; 
That rather ſhould be a Chriſtian's Wiſh. And if by 
any deceitful Dealing a man hath utterly deprived him- 
ſelf of the Comfort in the Text, what can compenſate 
for the want of it? Nay, what ſhall it profit a man to 
gain the whole world, and loſe himſelf in this Senſe ; that 
is, the Peace and Satisfaction of his own Mind, which 
is more worth than the World. As I think will appear, 
when I have repreſented the Bleſſedneſs of that Joy, 
which reſults from a Conſcience of Sincerity, by theſe 
good Effects and Conſequences of it: viz, © © 


* — — — 
— , or rr * 
wo — —ů — — 


I It ſets a man above the Opinion of the World, © 

Iltis a certain ſupport to a man under all the Adverſi- 
ty that befals him in the World, . 

It gives him a comfortable Proſpect and good Aſſurance 


when he is leaving the World. 5 
1. /t raiſes HS above the Opinion of the Men of | this | > 
World. Ot this the Apoſile was an eminent Inſtance, 
when he ſtood before a Jewiſh Council; inſtead of look» 


ing with Concern and Uneaſineſs, he earneſtly beheld the © 
Ads 3.1. Council, and ſaid, Men and brethren, I have lived in a! 
good Conſcience before God untill this day; As being above 
their Cenſure, and One that could find no Reaſon to be 
Diſmayed at their, or any other Men's Proceedings 
againſt him. And he ſays thus to the Coriuthiaus in the 
4th Chapter of his former Epiſtle, v. 3. With me it is a 
very ſmall thing, that I ſhould be judzed of you, or of man's 


the 
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judgment. No doubt all the while, that he rejoyced in 


che Teſtimeny of bis — de was | careful} ae- 


cording to his own Precept to provide + s hone in te n 1 
er men, well 2 22 God: And TY 14 : 

= hewas not wanting to do all that was requiſite for his- 

maintaining a fair Reputation amongſt Men; neither 
would he proudly diſdain any Man's Cenſure and Ad. 
monition, Ubich chere was juſt oecaſion for. But white 
be was ſure he was approved by God and his own Con- 

a ſcience, and thereupon had the Joy in the Text, it was 
not material to him what Men thought of him: He 
neither covered the Praiſes, nor valued the Reproaches f 
= World. And ro fay 'the Truth, Vain- glory, and 

orldly Ambition, where they are, do diſcover a great 


| kerry. that Blefled Thi „which k- matter of Re 
ne-ta the Apoltte; n Men k out ſo cager- | 
IV lor Hari facto 'from Abroad, it is a ſign none are to 


be had at home. Whereas it is an excelfent Saying of 795 
the Wife Man, 4 good" mus ſhall be ſatinfed from elf. Prov. 1 
And that ſecret Satisfaction im one's own Breaſt is vaſtly . 
= beyondalt 124 7 Flatrery, A plauſe, and world- 
J y Renoun; andthe Man ehar is Hleſſed with it, Embra- 

9 pb and Enjoys himſelf, not depending ar all upon the 1 

Opinion of Men. : a 
2. The Satis faction 4 Joy that flows from a Senſe 

of Simplicity and godly” Sincerity, 3s an excellent relief 

and ſupport in time of tribulation. This the Apoſtle hap- _ 

: pilyexperienced; this heavenly Conſolation of Mind 

* hedeclared in a time of Trouble, and it was the Affli- 
C4ion he endured; that occaſioned him to expreſs himſelf 
ſo as he did in the Text. He had been preſſed our of 
meaſure, even to deſpair of life, yer ſtill he was confident 
if 80, and in the „„ Men for 8 
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cauſe he could ſay, Our rejoycing is this Teſtimony of 
our Conſcience, that we have lived. a all godlineſs and 
| honeſty. Whereas a Knave, whoſe. Converſation in 
the M orld hath been only according to fleſhly Wiſdom, 
is utterly deſticute of all-Comfort and Support when 
that Wiſdom fails him, and can no farther help him, and 
Evil nevertheleſs overtakes him, eſpecially if he be 
ſignally ſeized with the Vengeance of God, who ſome- 

Job 5. 13. times talenb the wiſe in their own craftineſs. Nay, 1 
doubt not to ſay, that better it is to miſcarry in our ſe- 
cular Affairs, by lack of Human Prudence and the In- 
nocent Wiſdom, than to proſper by the Fleſhly Wiſ⸗ 
dom. Better a great deal is the Honeſt Man, who (ſup- *' 
poſe) is betrayed into worldly Eyils through failure of 
Diſcretion. and Sagacity, than the cunning fraudulent * 
Dealer, who ſucceeds in the World, and thrives and 
flouriſhes in his way never ſo much: The condition of 
the former is more to be choſen, and admits of more 
Comfort, than that of the latter. 

3. The ſincere Chriſtian is {ſtill more tranſported with 
Joy in the ſenſe of his Integrity, when he is about to 
leave the world; having this Teſtimony from his Conſeci- 

_ ence, that in his Converſation here he did not make 
this World his End, nor conſequently the Wiſdom and 
Policies of it his Means to his End ; but that he all along 
lived by a far more Zleſed hope, and governed himſelf by 
the Rules and Laws of an infinitely better Place, to 
which he is going. And therefore, whereas we ſee in the 
Text, that the Apoſtle gave out what an Heavenly Joy 
he felt in a time of Affliction, no wonder if we find 
that he could not forbear expreſſing greater Degrees of 
chat Joy, when he was ready to be offered, and the time of 
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his. departure was at hand ; for he ſays then of himſelf, 
I have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have 


Righteouſneſs. 


Thus happy to the laſt was that holy Man „nn 


Joy which he expreſſed in the Text. 44 

And now that following ſo excellent an Example, we 
may alſo partake of the ſame Bleſſedneſs, we ate to 
note Two Things in ſuch Teſtimony of himſelf, which 
2 proper to be remarked for our Inſtruction: The 


IS 


1. Thar his great Joy flowed from the Teſlimony of 


his Conſcience, not as witneſſing of him ſome particu- 


lar inſtances of commendable Virtue, ſo much as what 
he had been in the general and conſtant courſe of his 
Eife. In ſhewing the nature of true Chriſtian Simplici- 


ty, have noted, that this Virtue, where it is, ſecures 


all other Virtuc, and is ever a Principle of univerſal 


Righteouſneſs. Says the Apoſtle, our rejoycing, xai Yes, 


our Boaſt, our Glory, our Triumph is this, That we 
have had our CONVERSATION. zz the world 


in ſimplicity and godly fincerity, not with fle/tly wiſdom; 


Some Satisfaction indeed a Man finds in the reflection, 
when he thinks that he hath been careful to avoid ſuch 
or ſuch Sins, and that now and then he hath done ſome 


things well. But if we have truly a ſenſe of the Vir - 


tue in the Text, and know full well of our ſelves, that 
a Spirit of Honeſty and Integrity runs through our 
whole Converſation; this is the perfection of a good 

Conſcience in this ſtate, which gains confidence towards - 


G; eſpecially if all the while, in the 


D 2 2. Place, 


pt the faith, benceforth there. is laid up for me a crown of , 82 „ 
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no doubt, Comfort zo Men of private Oailings, dn n 
Conſdienee that teſtifies Honefty ; but ũn ſuch a Gon- 
ſeience they rejoyce more, ho are ãn a liſe ef publick 
Buſineſs and Management, which miniſters more chan 
ordinary Temptations co corrupt chem. 


ces, and Employm 
are in high and honourable Noſts and Stations, und 


if there be thoſe joyous Feelings: of Sintetiry on this 


* 2 21 ER as af „ 


1 N 


4 lars God kath called us to ne Bulls an de 


World, and of more Difficulry, Contequende, andi 
portance, than is common among Men; and che Di- 


vine Providence hat h allotted us a ſpecial Service in bur 

Generation; for that was the Apnſſie' s Caſa. It addol | 
not a lirtle cy his Joy in bimdelf, that none of alluhe 
Difficulties, and Tryds, and Temptations he had ander- 
gone in his Travels about the World to do the work of 
an Apoſtle, ever violated tis Integrity; bar ſtill he 


came off more than a Conqueror, and ſerved God nb 


his ſpirit in the Goſpel of his Son. For the greater Tryals 
Sincerity a Man meets withal in his particular Pro- 
ſeſſion of Life, and the oftner that is Proved, the ment 4 


Pleaſure he reaps from the Conſciener of it. There us, 


And therefore they that are in — find FA 


ents forthe common Good, they whac 


they that ſway the Sceprro, have fill more Comfores- 


'ble Experience of a teddy and conſtant Virtue, if their 


Integrity is never ſhaken, rheir Simplicity not _ 


ted, but they are ALWAYS THE SAME. 


I cannot cloſe this Diſcourſe better than with our 
inſerence from the: latter part of it, uicht is this; That 


ſide Heaven, then how blisful and taviſhing will be che 
Senſe of that excellent Thing hen WS ate arrived thi- 
| ther 7 
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ther 7 Ho Glprio 

World 7 Here ſometimes Virtus is undet a Cu an 
it. is oſten oblenred y Calumny and Reprosch or wt 
leaſt Over · look 4 and yet net wit ing, good 
Men have theit ſecret Rgoyeingy, ſuch as chè poſtie 
found; how complcat and perfect then will be the Di- 
vine Satisfactions of pious Minds, when Virtue can 
bear an Eclipſe no longer, but the Iigbt of the juſt ſhall 
be grown to a perfect day, and the righteous ſhall ſhine 
forth as the ſun in the kingdom of their Father ! 


Wherefore, when the great Day of Revelation and 


Diſcovery comes, that will ſhew whar all Men are, 
and we ſhall turn and diſcern between the righteous and 
the wicked; when God ſhall bring to light the hidden 
things of darkneſs, and make manifeſt the counſels of the 
hearts ; and that ſhall be verified which-our Savieur 
ſays, Nothing is ſecret, that ſhall not he made manifeſt, 
nor any thing hid, that ſhall not be known and come abroad. 


When all my/eries of iniquity, all Depths of Satan and 


his Agents ſhall be brought forth and expoſed on 
the Stage; when Tricks and Frauds, and Diſſimulations, 
and Hypocriſies, ſhall be apenly RP and cenſured, 
and deceitful werkers' who have 

Things ſhall receive to themſelyes that recompence of 
their error which is meet; when the Wiſe of this World 
that have not been wiſe unto ſalvation, ſhall be rejected 
for Fools, and caſt out to ſhame and everlaſting contempt, 
and all the Pageantry and Gayeties of this World be- 
ing over and done withal, and all Masks and Diſgui- 
ſes being pulled off, nothing Will pals but Integrity 
and Uprightneſs; when every Man that hath faithful- 


us the Rewurtls of it in another 


cen guilty of ſuch 


Luk.8.17. 


ly ſerved God in this Life, ſhall be called to enter into 


565 
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| bis \ maſter's jey with the Commendation of a good * 
Faithful ſervant ; and every praiſe-worthy Man ſhall 
have praiſe e od: Then, then begins the moſt Trium- 
phant Gladneſs of Sincere Good Men, and they 7 res 
Joes with j jo ; EE and full of Glory: * 
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